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PORTRAIT of
a PRESIDENT

Meet Colleen Hanycz, Ph.D., the Woman
Who Will Lead La Salle into a New Era

the first word

Hiring Colleen Hanycz
BY BRIAN GOLDSTEIN, PH.D.

AS A MEMBER OF THE PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE,

I sensed a special quality about Colleen Hanycz from the
moment she walked into the interview room. The first
evidence of this distinction was a blue briefing book she
carried confidently in her left hand. I assumed the notebook
contained questions she had for the committee and perhaps
blank paper to jot down some notes.
Serendipitously, I sat next to her during that off-campus
interview and caught a glimpse of that notebook’s contents,
which entailed much more than questions and blank paper.
As the search committee members introduced themselves,
she flipped to the entry she had created for each one of us
in that blue book—it contained a short bio and headshot.
She was clearly ready for us.
The question we needed to answer: was La Salle ready
for her? As a candidate for the first permanent lay President
of the University in our 152-year history, was she the type
of leader our institution wanted and needed at this point in
time? As we looked at our “checklist,” Colleen undoubtedly
met and exceeded all of our core expectations.
P Experience: Seven years as Principal of Brescia
University College.
P Poise: Answered every question as if she knew
what we were going to ask.
P Preparation: See blue briefing book above.
P Meticulousness: Seemed to have memorized
every fact and figure from our website.
P Intelligence: Asked extremely poignant and
engaged questions.
P Achievements: Raised enrollment 150 percent at Brescia.
P Humanity: Spoke of the need for community,
openness, and transparency.
P Ethics: Couched her responses in moral and valueladen terms.
P Passion/Charisma: Exuded.
P Optimism: Exuded (it’s worth repeating).
P Inclusivity: Community-wide engagement for program
prioritization and strategic planning.
P Leadership: In word and deed. She liked, no—loved—
academic administration.
P Tenacity: Rode the subway by herself from Center City
to Main Campus to walk around unnoticed.
P P Lasallian: Attended a Christian Brothers high school
and embodied the Lasallian charism.

The La Salle community obviously sensed those qualities
as well, as evidenced by the words and phrases they used
to describe her in their feedback:
• Has superior communication skills
• Understands Lasallian values and mission
• Energetic
• Prepared
• Organized
• Mission driven
• Has a proven track record
• Knows our challenges
• Hungry and motivated
• Attentive
• Personable
• Engaging
• Open
• Poised
• Articulate
• Ambitious
• Visionary
• Smart
• Experienced as a president
• Confident
In truth, however, there actually were some concerns
about her candidacy: knowledge of the higher education
industry in the United States, knowledge of athletics,
and knowledge of Philadelphia and key contacts in this
area. Even when a relative weakness was identified, search
committee members expressed a “but”… “But she will
do her homework and learn. I’m not worried.”
The values, moral compass, sense of community, intelligence, thoughtfulness, preparation, and passion that captivated
us during the interview process have already begun to shine
through in the few months she has been President.
As Colleen stated in the final sentence of her initial letter
of interest, “I look forward to exploring (no doubt used
intentionally) that future with you.”
As does the La Salle community.
Welcome to La Salle, Madam President. Never stop
exploring.
Brian A. Goldstein, Ph.D., is Interim Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs and has served as a faculty
member and Dean of the School of Nursing and Health
Sciences since 2012.
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PORTRAIT of
a PRESIDENT

Meet Colleen Hanycz, Ph.D., the Woman
Who Will Lead La Salle into a New Era
BY DREW LAZOR, ’06
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PETER HANYCZ LIKES TO THINK HE

knows his wife, Colleen, pretty well.
But the second she shared something
about herself he’d never heard—just
the two of them, in a parking lot,
on a freezing winter day in London,
Ontario—he knew exactly what he
had to do.
The couple was visiting London,
about two hours away from their
home base of Toronto, on what
seemed like a professional lark. Peter
was working as an executive for State
Farm; Colleen, an attorney, was
just settling into an assistant dean’s
position at Osgoode Hall Law School,
the York University institution where
she’d earned her master’s degree and
doctorate. Their kids were thriving in
great schools. They’d just purchased
their dream home, put in a new pool,
and settled into a wonderful neighborhood. But a contact had persuaded
Colleen to do her due diligence: She
agreed to interview for the position
of Principal (the Canadian equivalent
of President) at Brescia University
College, a small Catholic school for
women founded by the Ursuline
Sisters in 1919.
No way we’re moving, but it can’t
hurt to check it out, went the logic.
As Peter helped his wife prep a few
last-minute talking points, Colleen
presented a new one. “I should let
you know,” she said, “I’ve never been
turned down for a role when I’ve
reached the interview stage. Ever.”
Peter wished her luck, pulled out
of the lot and immediately began
exploring snow-covered London by
car. He had a few hours to kill and
figured they’d be best spent orienting
himself to his new city.
That was in 2008, and Hanycz
(Han-ich), who would go on to
accept the Brescia position, has kept
the uncanny streak alive. This July,
she officially began her term as the
29th President of La Salle—the first

Hanycz’s father was the youngest of eight children, and
they were very poor immigrants who had to grapple with
challenges like learning to speak English when they
arrived in Canada from Denmark. By the time he was 14,
her father had left home permanently, and there was
never any discussion of higher education. “But that lack
of access served to create a burning ambition in him
that his children would be well-educated,” Hanycz said.
“My mother, also the youngest of eight, came from
a family where education was prized and supported,
so between them, my siblings and I always knew that
college was a when, rather than an if.”

layperson, and woman, to permanently
hold the office in the University’s 152year history. A highly seasoned straight
talker with a knack for negotiation,
Hanycz has one big goal in mind as
she begins her tenure in Philadelphia:
to inject new energy, perspective, and
ambition into the La Salle community
in a manner that both honors and
deepens the University’s commitment
to the Christian Brothers’ mission.

OOOOO
The eldest of three children, Hanycz
grew up in Toronto, the daughter of
Kelly Olesen, an Irish-Catholic nurse,
and Erik Olesen, a Danish-Canadian
convert to the Church who founded
a chain of camera supply shops. Growing up, Hanycz attended Senator
O’Connor, a Catholic high school
that was operated by the Christian
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Brothers during her time there.
This experience provided her with a
formative understanding of Lasallian
principles—which her family already
had her practicing, whether she
realized it or not.
“What I grew up in was a very
Christian home,” Hanycz said. “My
parents were always doing things
quietly to improve the lives of people
around them.” She remembers working out of the back of a truck to help
her father unload upward of 100 turkeys
he’d purchase for a local food bank
around Canadian Thanksgiving, which
takes place about six weeks before
the American version. Erik, who had
grown up very poor, had built a successful life for himself, which made it
imperative for him and his family
to give back, especially when no one
was watching.

4
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“It was constant,” said Erin OlesenSchinke, the younger of Hanycz’s two
siblings. “It was what we did. It wasn’t
something that we shouted from the
rooftops. It was a quiet but strong faith.”
The family’s close relationship with
God also meant heavy involvement
in parish activities, which remained
steadfast through the natural malaise
that often occurs in adolescents of
church-going families. “A number of
my friends had suddenly been given
this practice option: ‘You’re 16 now,
we’re not going to force you (to attend
Mass) any longer,’” Hanycz recalled.
“But we didn’t really question it in
our family.” If you were in the Olesen
home, you were going to participate
in the Catholic lifestyle, and looking
back on it, Hanycz appreciates that
her parents stuck to this plan.
“Colleen, from a very
early age, was very, very
committed. I would
say remarkably so,” said
Hanycz’s mother, Kelly,
who is now retired.
But the Church wasn’t
the only place that
would benefit from her
involvement. Though
she jokes that it’s
simply a byproduct of
her natural bossiness,
Hanycz always
displayed an innate
aptitude for leadership,
even in these early
days. It would come
out in small ways—

Growing up in Toronto,
Hanycz, and her siblings,
Philip and Erin, worked
in their father Erik’s
camera shop, Queen Street
Camera. Though they all
lived together, he refused
to drive them, insisting
that his children find their
own way into work. “He’d
say, ‘Every other employee
I have is taking the bus
or taking the subway,’”
said her sister, Erin,
who would bicycle in.
“He wanted to teach us
to be self-sufficient.”
her ability to remember the names
of distant relatives at huge family
reunions, or the results she was able to
produce as a student council official.
“I can’t remember a time when she
wasn’t leading something,” OlesenSchinke said. “She’s just that type
of person.”
OOOOO
After graduating from the Lasallianled O’Connor, Hanycz enrolled
in St. Michael’s College, a Basilian
Catholic school where she earned
her bachelor’s degree in history in
1989. Next up was the first
of her three law degrees, an
LL.B. (J.D.) from Dalhousie
University in Nova Scotia,
earned in 1994.
Hanycz’s decision to break
into the legal profession
created some distinct challenges for the committed
Catholic early in her career.

cover story
At Brescia, Hanycz was only
the second lay President
in the University’s history.

(Left) Peter and Colleen in the early years of their
courtship. (Below) The Hanyczs’ youngest daughter,
Claire, with the family pets, Jack and Polly.

“Law is evidence-based—nothing
exists unless you can prove it,” she
said. “That’s how you win court
cases.” When it comes to faith, meanwhile: “It isn’t always something you
can touch or prove. Law forced me
to challenge everything I believed
in. My faith life was strengthened
and enriched by it.”
This dichotomy, between the
tangible and intangible, was also the
source of endless dinner table debate
between Hanycz and her dad, who
would deliberately goad his daughter
by establishing contrarian positions
on complicated topics. “He used to
egg her on to get her to argue—take
the other side of any argument,” Peter
said. It might not have been quite so
clear at the time, but the discussions
were a measured effort on Hanycz’s
father’s part. “He wanted to see her
improve her skills to make sure she
was always able to argue her case.”
Hanycz was able to put those
sparring skills to immediate use as an
associate at Heenan Blaikie, a large
Toronto-based firm where she worked
in securities and employment litigation.
She would eventually enroll at Osgoode
to begin her graduate and doctoral
studies. It was during this period that
Hanycz first met Peter at an industry
event. “We both felt that there was
a connection immediately,” he said.

FAST FACTS

Hometown: Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Academic degrees: B.A. in history, St. Michael’s College, Toronto; Bachelor
of Laws (LL.B.), Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia; Master of Laws
(LL.M.) and Doctor of Philosophy in Law (Ph.D.), Osgoode Hall Law
School, Toronto
Before La Salle: Principal (President) of Brescia University College, London,
Ontario, 2008–15
Residence: She and her husband, Peter, live in nearby Chestnut Hill with their
three children, Erik, Emily, and Claire.
Pets: The family has two mini schnauzers, Jack and Polly.
Favorite quote: “We cannot discover new oceans, unless we have courage
to lose sight of the shore.” – André Gide
American tradition the Hanycz family is most looking forward to: “Celebrating
Thanksgiving at the end of November, rather than at the beginning of
October, will really shift the feel of that holiday for my family. It will be
interesting to experience Thanksgiving so close to Christmas.”
FALL 2015
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The YMCA of Western Ontario presented Hanycz
with its Women of Excellence Award in May 2015
for her significant achievements in cultivating women’s
leadership through education at Brescia and for
outstanding community service.
The fact that they were both practicing Catholics only contributed to
the expediency of the courtship—
on their second date, they attended
Mass together.
The couple was soon engaged,
and in the midst of planning their
wedding, when an unthinkable loss
befell the Olesen family. Erik was
diagnosed with a rapidly advancing
cancer, succumbing to it only a matter
of weeks after first hearing the news—
and only days before his daughter’s
scheduled nuptials. He was only
53 years old. Peter and Colleen made
the decision to postpone the celebration
to mourn Erik’s passing.
If you ask her family, this tragedy
brought out the strongest side of
Hanycz’s personality. “She never once
mentioned the wedding,” OlesenSchinke recalled. “Everything got put
on hold—yet she was trying to be there
for everybody else.” (The couple would
be married several months later.)
“That’s Colleen,” Peter said. “She
makes sure that others are more important than she is.” Just don’t misinterpret such selfless traits as symptoms
of a pushover. “When I met her, you
could describe her as a dreamer,” her
husband added. “But once you get to
know her, it’s not dreaming so much
as it is setting goals that she’s capable
of achieving.”
OOOOO
At Osgoode, Hanycz made moves
to begin rejiggering the thrust of her
career, from the corporate/financial
feel of Toronto’s Bay Street to
the more abstract but academically
6
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stimulating field of conflict resolution.
Inspired by her experiences at
Heenan Blaikie, working to cultivate
resolutions for at-odds parties, Hanycz
hoped to analyze the ins and outs of
the mediation process, with a particular
focus on whether or not impartial
mediators can truly be impartial. (Her
conclusion on this issue, about which
she wrote her doctoral dissertation:
No, they can’t.)
She’d earn her master’s in 1999 and
her Ph.D. in 2003, adding son Erik,
named in honor of her late father, and
daughter Emily to her family along the
way. Though she had just completed
her doctorate, Hanycz interviewed
for and earned a tenure-track faculty
position at Osgoode, as well. She also
became a new mom again, with her
third and youngest child, Claire.
As a teacher, she took an extremely
energetic approach to interacting

with students. “I’m not a lecturer—
this was not the ‘sage on the stage’
model,” said Hanycz of her hands-on
approach. Osgoode’s powers-that-be
soon realized her potential, tapping
her for the assistant dean position
within her first year. This is when
Hanycz’s unconventional approach
to leadership first started to register
on an academic scale.
Asked to work specifically with
ensuring the success of Osgoode’s
first-years, Hanycz launched a Dean’s
Fellows Program, which rewarded
competitive, hard-working, and
academically inclined students with
relevant opportunities to work with
students coming behind them. Hanycz
is still connected with a number of
those early Dean’s Fellows who have
gone on to complete graduate work
and enter academic positions. “Everything was just humming along,” she
said. Then Brescia came calling.
OOOOO
The only all-women’s university in
Canada, Brescia found itself in a period
of flux at the time of Hanycz’s arrival
to the Principal position. There were
fewer than 1,000 enrolled students

London North Centre Member of Provincial Parliament Deb Matthews with contest
winner Natasha Raval and Principal Colleen Hanycz, Ph.D., at Brescia’s 2nd Annual
Take the Lead Public Speaking Competition in April 2010.

cover story
in 2008, a figure
Hanycz chalked up to
an academic identity
crisis. “The Ursulines
were very modest
women who had
never spoken loudly
about what Brescia
offered,” she said.
“They modeled a quiet
confidence but were
not good at singing
their own praises.”
As Principal, Hanycz
Colleen Hanycz, Ph.D., (left) with Brescia Board Chair Elizabeth Hewitt and Assistant Professor Marlene Janzen Le Ber, Ph.D.,
began by helping the
at the opening of Brescia’s brand-new Clare Hall residence and Mercato dining pavilion complex in 2013.
school direct its analysis
inward, by identifying, in cogent terms,
“The rebranding process really gave
“We were looking for somebody
what Brescia’s brand actually was.
us the tools to be very strong and
who would inspire change, and
The resultant “Brescia Bold” campaign,
very proud.”
Colleen does that,” Simm said.
celebrating women who choose to
“There’s a sense of excitement when
Though she excelled in the
pursue leadership roles, was a success.
she interacts with individuals.”
boardroom setting, even earning
Pursuits like these, as well as elaborate
the prestigious Queen’s Diamond
OOOOO
community outreach and the construcJubilee Medal in 2012 for her works
tion of a brand-new modern residence
inside and outside the Brescia orbit,
Though Brescia and La Salle are
hall, led to a nearly 50 percent increase
the highly engaged leadership style
different in many ways, both schools
in enrollment as of the upcoming
Hanycz cultivated was still a priority.
have encountered challenges that
2015–16 school year.
“Students are at the heart of what we
seem common among small, faithBefore Hanycz’s input, “We
do,” she said. One way she maintained
based institutions. When Brother
were almost apologetic when we
this connection was with a “coffee
Michael McGinnis, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70,
talked about who Brescia was,”
with the Principal” series, casual
La Salle’s President since 1999,
said Marianne Simm, MBA, the
sessions that allowed any student
announced his intention to step
university’s Vice President of Students.
to approach Hanycz with questions,
down from his position in 2014,
thoughts, and concerns.
multiple influencers within University
leadership agreed that lay candidates
should be considered to fill the
position—moving the school in an
exciting, if unprecedented, direction.
Continued on page 10
The Honorable Madam Justice Eileen Gillese of the Ontario Court
of Appeal, Brescia’s Chancellor, with Colleen Hanycz, Ph.D., at
the 2015 Brescia Baccalaureate Ceremony in St. Peter’s Basilica
Cathedral in London, Ontario.

Hanycz is the most recent
past Chair of the Board of
Directors for the Association
of Catholic Colleges and
Universities of Canada.
FALL 2015
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MEET LA SALLE’S FIRST FAMILY
In addition to being La Salle’s first lay
and first woman President, Hanycz
is also the first mother and La Salle
parent to lead the University.
The mother of three has spoken
extensively on the complicated balance
between work life and family life
facing modern professional women,
a topic she touched on frequently
during her seven-year tenure at
the helm of Brescia, Canada’s only
8
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women’s college. “When I get to
speak with young women, which is
one of the most wonderful things I
get to do, I tell them to be patient
with themselves, and to be prepared to
be flexible and adaptable and nimble,”
Hanycz said. “There will be periods of
imbalance that you have to correct.”
She also reminds women not to
get too caught up in their best-laid
plans for the future, because personal

and professional goals tend to shift
without notice. “If my career path
was straight, I’d be a partner in a law
firm, or I’d still be in Canada in higher
education administration,” she said.
While the President has had a packed
schedule preparing for the start of
her first semester at La Salle, she and
husband, Peter, have also been busy at
home. The couple, who will celebrate
their 20th wedding anniversary

this December, are helping the kids
transition into their first school year in
the States. (Also helping: the family’s
two mini schnauzers, Jack and Polly.)
Erik, 18, studied at King’s University
College in London, Ontario, before
making the decision to transfer to
La Salle. An accomplished church cantor,
he moved into a dorm on campus
and will begin his American collegiate
career as a freshman secondary

education major. Emily, 16, a competitive equestrian, has started her junior
year at Mount St. Joseph Academy in
Flourtown. Claire, 11, who entered
seventh grade at Norwood Fontbonne
Academy in Chestnut Hill, is an avid
Irish dancer and aspiring basketball
player. “She will be looking for some
hoop tips when we host the men’s
and women’s basketball teams at our
house this fall,” Hanycz said.

As a family, the Hanyczs are
happy to have joined a new parish,
St. Genevieve in Flourtown, and they
also enjoy travel. For now, though,
Philadelphia is their playground:
“We’ve been enjoying getting to know
our new hometown by public transit,
and perhaps our favorite destination
so far has been the Reading Terminal
Market,” Hanycz said. “Amazing!”

FALL 2015
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Continued from page 7

“People see a religious (person) in a
leadership position, and there are lots
of assumptions about that person’s
comprehension of the Lasallian
mission,” said La Salle Trustee
Brother Dennis Malloy, F.S.C., ’74,
M.A. ’83, the Provincial for the
District of Eastern North America
of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools. “But our brothers and sisters
who are not (clergy) are also equally
competent. The only difference is how
we’ve chosen to live our lives.”
Hanycz, who’d learned about the
opportunity through an American
academic colleague, visited Philadelphia

for the first time in the fall of 2014,
taking to the city and La Salle’s
campus immediately. And her familiarity with the Christian Brothers’
mission—particularly the attention
they pay to building authentic
community—mattered.
“The time that I spent studying
under the Christian Brothers had
a formative influence on the person
that I became,” she said. “It was the
single biggest thing that caught my
eye about the La Salle opportunity.”
She also set the groundwork necessary
to cultivate the same close relationship with La Salle’s student body that

While Hanycz is the first layperson, and first woman,
to permanently hold the office of President in the
University’s history, she’s the fourth La Salle President
to hail from Canada.
She is, however, the first Torontonian—her Canadianborn predecessors all came from Quebec:
• Brother Noah Curran, F.S.C., 1872–75.
• Brother Stephen of Jesus Gosselin, F.S.C., 1876–78.
• Brother Fabrician Pellerin, F.S.C., 1885–87.
10
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she’s enjoyed in previous positions,
meeting with student leaders and
listening to their concerns as part
of the vetting process.
Members of the Presidential Search
Committee, as well as the Board
of Trustees, were as impressed with
Hanycz’s poise and candor as they
were with her résumé. “Colleen got
unanimous support from the board,”
said Board Chair Steve Zarrilli, ’83,
who conducted multiple interviews
with Hanycz prior to her hiring.
“It wasn’t so much the answers as
it was the directness of the answers.
Colleen doesn’t shy away from
a tough question. That struck me
as a significant positive.”
Another point of emphasis for
Hanycz during the interview process
was her belief that La Salle needs to
focus aggressively on what makes it
unique, as opposed to attempting
to be all things to all students. “To not
only survive in the 21st century, but
to thrive, we need to recognize that
the environment of higher education
is changing,” Zarrilli said. “You can’t
be everything to everyone. We can’t
take this supermarket approach.
We have to be a boutique retailer,
providing certain things really well.”

cover story
In celebration of the
60th Anniversary of Queen
Elizabeth II’s accession
to the throne, the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Medal
was bestowed on a select
group of Canadians for
significant contributions
and achievements in 2012.
Hanycz earned the medal
in recognition of her work
in women’s education.

As far as what those specific things
are—Hanycz is honest in saying she
needs her chance in the driver’s seat
before making such proclamations.
Determining what spires of excellence
drive La Salle is something that she
will do in working with the entire
La Salle community. But in the meantime, it’s safe to recognize that her
hiring has changed the complexion of
Lasallian leadership. “I don’t think we
can underestimate the significance of a
laywoman leading a Catholic institution
and how significant that’s going to be
for our students, 60 percent of whom
are women,” said Maureen O’Connell,
Ph.D., Chair of La Salle’s Department
of Religion. “It’s
very important for
our students to be
able to see themselves in the presence
of the University.”

Hanycz can understand why people
are most curious about this aspect of
her story—she’s the first-ever female
in a position that’s been held by a
successive string of Christian Brothers
for more than 150 years. But, just
like the interviews she never seems
to have any trouble acing, she relishes
the opportunity to prove there’s much
more to her than what’s on the surface.
“It will be interesting for La Salle
to have a woman leader, but in many
ways I think it’s the least interesting
part of who I am,” Hanycz said.
“Rather, I hope to be known for my
ability to cultivate community and
to facilitate an exciting conversation
about continuing La Salle’s enduring
mission in a way that guarantees
excellence and relevance for its next
150 years.”

MEET the PRESIDENT

La Salle’s new leader is excited to meet alumni, parents
and families, and friends of the University throughout
the country, and she may be coming to a city near you!
Stay tuned for more details and a full list of dates for the
President’s Inaugural tour in the coming months.

FALL 2015
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Send It In, Raf
BY VINCE BARNABA, MBA ’16,
AND COLLEEN MULLARKEY, M.A., ’06

BILL RAFTERY, ’63, HAS HAD QUITE A WINNING SPRING
SEASON THIS YEAR.

The 73-year-old CBS basketball analyst was inducted into
the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association’s
Hall of Fame in June, on the heels of his induction into
the Big 5 Hall of Fame in April. A month earlier, he called
the NCAA Final Four on television for the first time in his
33-year broadcasting career.
Raftery has cemented his legacy behind the microphone
with many unique catchphrases that have changed the
basketball lexicon. In fact, he’s trademarked two of them:
“Onions” and “With a kiss.”
Many fans got their first taste of his creative play-by-play
commentary when he shouted “Send it in, Jerome!” after
Pittsburgh forward Jerome Lane shattered a backboard
with a dunk in 1988. But a few of the northern New Jersey
native’s famous phrases were coined much earlier.
“Some of what I said can be traced back to playing with
my neighborhood friends where we would narrate our own
pickup games,” Raftery said. “A lot of the things I say are
just whatever comes to my head. I have to ad-lib in the
environment … and there isn’t a whole lot of forethought.”
Raftery did, however, put a lot of thought into his college
decision. A number of schools recruited him, but the draw
of the Big 5 competition and the reputation of legendary
coach Donald “Dudley” Moore ultimately led him to choose
La Salle. “It all started by going to a St. Joe’s vs. La Salle
game my senior year of high school at the Palestra,” Raftery
said. “To come to that game with the crowd and see the
rivalry really sealed my decision as to why I wanted to come
to La Salle. I wanted to be a part of it.”

The No. 1 announcing team for CBS and Turner Sports’ coverage of the
NCAA basketball tournament, (from left) Bill Raftery, Grant Hill, and Jim Nantz.
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Raftery tees off at the Annual Friends of Bill Raftery Golf Outing at the North Hills
Country Club in North Hills, Pa. Now in its 14th year, the event has raised nearly
$600,000 for the men’s basketball team since its inception and has enabled La Salle
alumni, friends, and former basketball players to reconnect with one another and
the Explorer basketball program.

And as a three-year player for La Salle from 1960–63,
he was not only a part of Explorers basketball—he played
an integral role on the team. Raftery scored an average
of 17.8 points per game as a sophomore and helped lead
the Explorers to a National Invitation Tournament (NIT)
berth and their first postseason play in eight years as a
senior co-captain.
While Moore helped shape the 6-foot-4-inch guard
on the court, Raftery credits the Christian Brothers with
teaching him many life lessons and helping to mold him
into the successful man he is today.
“They exposed me to some things that broadened my
horizons and helped me develop. The Brothers in those
days and some of the laypeople were extraordinary in caring
for you,” Raftery said. “All of (them) were in your corner
and pushed you to be better. I am forever grateful for being
exposed to that level of interest and concern for students
and our growth.”
After his time at 20th and Olney, Raftery was drafted
by the New York Knicks but never ended up playing in the
NBA. Instead, he set his sights on coaching. After getting
his start in 1965 as a basketball and golf coach at Fairleigh
Dickinson in Florham Park, Raftery took the helm as
the basketball coach at Seton Hall University in 1970.
He finished his 11-year career at Seton Hall with a 154–141
record and two NIT appearances.
He made the switch to basketball broadcasting in the 1980s,
and has served as an analyst for the New Jersey Nets, ESPN,

Key to Common Rafisms
A legend in college basketball broadcasting, Raftery has
peppered his keen analysis of the game with some colorful,
off-the-cuff commentary that has become a hallmark of
his broadcasting style. Use the cheat sheet below to help
decode a few of his most famous catchphrases.
Get the puppies set: square up to shoot a three-pointer
Nickel-dimer: a touch foul
Onions: a gutsy move or shot late in the game
Put a little English on it: put some spin on the ball
Take it to the tin: drive to the basket
Send it in, big fella: a dunk by a tall player
With a kiss: a shot off the backboard
CBS Sports, and most recently Fox, primarily on Big East
basketball games.
In the hundreds of games he has called over the last
30-plus years, Raftery recalls two particular games that stand
out as favorites—the 2009 Big East quarterfinal between
Syracuse and Connecticut that lasted six overtimes and the
2006 upset when George Mason, an 11th seed, punched
their ticket to the Final Four with an 86–84 victory over
the top-seeded Connecticut Huskies.
Even though he wasn’t able to call any games in La Salle’s
2013 run to the Sweet 16, Raftery didn’t miss out on any
of the excitement.
“I heard from more people during that run than any other
time since I have left school,” Raftery said. “I am really
happy that John (Giannini) is there and doing such a great
job with these kids. That run helped anyone who played
at La Salle bring back a lot of memories.”
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notes
Back to the Future
of the Roman
Catholic Church

Idiot’s Guides: Catholicism

Surviving the Great Depression

BY REV. ERIC AUGENSTEIN, M.A.,

BY THOMAS J. HICKEY, ’48

M.DIV., ’00, AND JULIE YOUNG

BY CARMEN J.
CALVANESE, PH.D., ’04

Alpha, 2015; 384 pp; paperback $14.11; Kindle $9.78

Wipf and Stock, 2014; 164 pp; paperback
$14.40; Kindle $9.99

Billions of people all over the
world identify as Catholics,
but for people who aren’t
of this faith, new believers,
or people returning to the faith, its rites,
rituals, prayers, and saints can be confusing.
Idiot’s Guides: Catholicism is written from
both a priest’s and a layperson’s perspective
to give a thorough and accessible overview
of the history, values, and beliefs of the
Catholic Church. The authors make no assumptions about what readers already know and
offer a ground-level perspective on the Faith
from both sides of the pew. The book also
introduces people to the great saints of the
Church as accessible, everyday people who
lived their faith with true devotion.

Back to the Future of the Roman Catholic
Church examines modern discontent
with the Roman Catholic Church. Church
policies that stand in the way of change
and modernization threaten its own future.
Sunday Mass attendance is down, youth
are abandoning their local parishes, and
fewer young men than ever are pursuing
vocations to the priesthood. By addressing
the root causes behind recent discontent,
Calvanese probes ways the Church can
emerge from its crisis while staying true to
its convictions and origins. The book also
includes a foreword written by Geffrey Kelly,
STD, Ph.D., professor emeritus in La Salle’s
Department of Religion.
Calvanese is an adjunct professor at St. Joseph’s
University, Alvernia University, and Manor College.
In addition to his writing and research, he has a
passion for teaching students with deep desires
to excel and achieve.

Fr. Augenstein was ordained as a priest in 2004 and
currently serves as the vocations director for the Catholic
Archdiocese of Indianapolis and the sacramental
minister of St. Agnes Catholic Church in Nashville, Ind.

Lost Touch

The Artemis Connection

BY DAVE TERRUSO, ’01

BY DAVID DI PAOLO, ’85

Full Fathom Five, 2015;
243 pp; Kindle $3.99

David Di Paolo, 2014; 284 pp;
paperback $14.39; Kindle $4.99

Take Bridget Jones, put
her in a noir thriller in the middle of South
Philadelphia and add a good dose of tragic
murder and dark comedy and you’ve got a
pretty good idea of the read that awaits in
Dave Terruso’s second novel, Lost Touch.
Lina is a powerful psychic who helps police
solve crimes, but a tragic accident strips
her powers after her brother-in-law is
gunned down. She’ll have to find his killer
by doing some real detective work. She
soon discovers that the killer is closeby and
her whole family is in mortal danger.

Diana Valleverde is a brain
researcher who believes
only in science, until she
inherits an heirloom from
her deceased grandmother.
The mysterious family keepsake sends her
on a journey from Pennsylvania to Milan
to the Italian Alps as she searches for the
cause behind the sleep paralysis attacks
she’s begun to suffer. This fictional narrative
mixes medical science with folklore to create
a modern-day fairytale of magical realism.
A Pennsylvania native, physician, and lover of folk
tales, Di Paolo helped investigate the cross-cultural
occurrence of sleep paralysis attacks while in medical
school, a project inspired by the Old Hag myth of
Newfoundland. This is his first novel.

A novelist, screenwriter, and stand-up comedian,
Terruso lives in Philadelphia, and this is his second
novel, following his debut release Cube Sleuth
in 2013. He’s also opened for comedians Maria
Bamford, Gilbert Gottfried, Dana Gould, Richard
Lewis, and Charlie Murphy.

Thomas J. Hickey, 2014;
102 pp; paperback $9.99
The 2008 financial collapse
gave Americans a very
small taste of the fear and
hopelessness that older
generations experienced
during the Great Depression.
However, those who lived through the Great
Depression were already equipped with the
resiliency needed to not just survive but thrive
through an economic crisis. In Surviving
the Great Depression, Hickey tells the story
of his own parents, Bill and Annie Hickey,
who raised three children during one of the
most challenging and uncertain periods of
American history.
Hickey is a speaker and writer who has authored
several autobiographical works. His humble
beginnings at a Toastmaster’s Club meeting led to
a career as a public relations manager for SEPTA, a
leadership role in the Optimist Club, and volunteer
activities with the Catholic Church. He was also the
first Alumni Secretary at La Salle in 1950.

The Benjamin
Franklin Parkway
BY HARRY G.
KYRIAKODIS, ’86

Arcadia Publishing, 2014;
128 pp; paperback $13.58; Kindle $9.99
The Benjamin Franklin Parkway has been a
speedway through the center of Philadelphia
since World War I. Named after Philadelphia’s
favorite son, the mile-long boulevard is also
a treasured landmark, showcasing cultural
institutions and leading directly into beautiful
Fairmount Park. Through this book, Kyriakodis
recounts the history of the Parkway’s development through old postcards and other
historical images that highlight its lasting
role in the city’s civic and cultural life.
Kyriakodis is a founding and certified member of
the Association of Philadelphia Tour Guides and
regularly gives walking tours of the city’s unique and
underappreciated areas. He’s written two other books
on Philadelphia neighborhoods: Philadelphia’s Lost
Waterfront (2011) and Northern Liberties: The Story
of Philadelphia’s River Ward (2012).

“Book Notes” will be featured periodically in upcoming issues of this magazine. We invite you to let us know if there’s a book written by an alum that might be
highlighted by emailing Colleen Mullarkey at mullarkey @ lasalle.edu.
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Zarrilli Elected as New Chair of La Salle’s Board of Trustees
School of Business alum Stephen T.
Zarrilli, ’83, assumed his new role
as Chair of the University’s Board of
Trustees this July. Zarrilli, who has served
on the Board since 2012, is President
and Chief Executive Officer of Safeguard
Scientifics, Inc., a growth capital provider
in Wayne, Pa.

A former certified public accountant,
Zarrilli has built quite a versatile career
over the past three decades. Having
served as a chief financial officer and
chief executive officer for a number
of public and private companies, he
has distinguished himself in executive
strategic, financial, and operational roles.

He succeeds William R. Sautter, ’71,
President and Chief Executive Officer
of Elliott-Lewis Corporation.

Zarilli has also contributed a substantial
amount of time serving on a variety of
community-based nonprofit boards and is
excited about his new role as Board Chair.

“This is an important time in La Salle’s
history and in the rapidly changing higher
education industry,” said Sautter, who
served as La Salle’s Board Chair for nine
years. “Steve brings many strengths
to his role as Chair of La Salle’s Board
of Trustees. Among those strengths are
keen business acumen, a deep respect
for the mission and values of the Christian
Brothers, and a commitment to advancing the University.”

“I believe we’re ready to tap into the
next generation of La Salle alums to call
upon them for service with the University—
through opportunities like being a member
of the Board of Trustees or being involved
with the Alumni Association,” Zarilli said.
“I’m also looking forward to finding new
ways in which we can solicit their support
and input in crafting the future for
La Salle and its long-term betterment.”

A Beautiful Day on the Green
New President Colleen Hanycz, Ph.D., welcomed
about 150 golfers to the Blue Bell Country Club on
Aug. 3 for her first and the University’s 17th annual
President’s Cup golf tournament. Players enjoyed
blue skies and a great day on the green at the
event, which had been rescheduled from its original
April date due to poor weather conditions.
Representing Independence Blue Cross, the
winning foursome of Drew Baylor, Mario Civera,
Kevin Lizanich, and Jack Meehan took home this
year’s trophy. But they weren’t the only winners
that day—John Daly, ’69, landed the top prize
of $10,000 in the President’s Cup raffle and the
second prize, a brand new Apple MacBook, went
to Joseph Batory, ’64.
Additional guests joined the golfers in the
evening for a sit-down dinner and live auction
emceed by WPHT (1210 AM) radio host Dom
Giordano, ’71. Since its first tee-off in 1998, the
President’s Cup has raised almost $4.5 million
directly benefiting La Salle students through
financial aid and scholarships.

Three members of the winning foursome proudly pose with the President and the trophy they took home
from La Salle’s 17th annual President’s Cup golf tournament at Blue Bell Country Club. (From left) Drew
Baylor, President Colleen Hanycz, Ph.D., Mario Civera, and Kevin Lizanich. (John Meehan is not pictured.)
FALL 2015
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New Appointments Enhance University Leadership
Cathleen Parsons-Nikolić, joined La Salle as
Vice President for University Advancement
in July. She brings extensive experience
to this role, with a portfolio that includes
alumni relations, development, marketing
and communications, and government and
community relations. Formerly, she served
as Associate Vice President of Villanova
University’s Office of University Advancement,
as a key senior staff member for their office of more than
90 advancement professionals. Prior to joining Villanova,
Parsons-Nikolić spent seven years at Temple University’s
Office of Institutional Advancement.
Earlier in her career, she conducted development research
at the University of Pennsylvania and at the University of Buffalo,
and also worked in Serbia as a program research assistant at
OXFAM–UK and Ireland.
Brother Ernest J. Miller, F.S.C., D.Min., M.A.
’95, was named as the University’s new Vice
President for Mission this August. A native
of New Orleans, Br. Ernest has been a
Brother of the Christian Schools for more
than 20 years and completed his doctoral
degree at the Catholic Theological Union
in Chicago this May. Prior to his study in
Chicago, he served five years in provincial
administration for five years—two years as Director
of Education and Lasallian Mission Formation in the former
District of Baltimore and three years as the Associate Director
for Mission and Ministry in the District of Eastern North America.
Prior to his service in provincial leadership, Br. Ernest served
on the faculty of Central Catholic High School in Pittsburgh,
La Salle College High School in Wyndmoor, and West Philadelphia
Catholic High School.

His predecessor, Maggie McGuinness, Ph.D., who served
as VP of Mission since 2012, will now return to teaching in
La Salle’s Department of Religion.
Kevin Dolan, Esq., was appointed to the
newly created role of Chief of Staff to
the President and Director of Legal
Affairs in July. In this position, he will
provide coordination and oversight
in the development of core initiatives
for the Office of the President, act as
strategic liaison with the University and
community constituencies, and serve as
the point person for all University legal issues.
Dolan most recently served as a partner with the national
law firm Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith, where he was a
member of the firm’s Data Privacy and Network Security Group
and focused his practice on assisting clients affiliated with
universities and higher education.
Brian A. Goldstein, Ph.D., officially began
his term as La Salle’s Interim Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs
in June. His leadership in this position
will allow the University to continue to
deliver high-quality academic programs,
recruit and retain excellent faculty, and
maintain an emphasis on the student
experience. Goldstein joined La Salle
in 2012 as the Dean of the School of
Nursing and Health Sciences and Professor of Communication
Sciences and Disorders.
Kathleen E. Czekanski, Ph.D., R.N., CNE, will now serve
as Acting Dean of the School of Nursing and Health Sciences.

La Salle Ranks Among Top 5 Colleges in the Philly Region for Value
La Salle placed among the top 5 colleges in the Philadelphia
region for providing the best value for tuition dollars and
earned an A for value added to a degree, according to Money
magazine’s 2015–16 nationwide rankings of four-year colleges
and universities.
Overall, the University finished in the top 20 percent
of institutions, ranking 141 out of 736 across the country.
The value-added grade considered how well students at each
school performed vs. what would be expected of them given
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their economic and academic backgrounds and the institution’s
mix of majors.
In ranking each school, Money used 21 factors in three
equally weighted categories—educational quality, affordability,
and alumni earnings. Many of the criteria the magazine used
line up with key components of La Salle’s mission and pedagogy:
great teaching, respect and dedication to the individual, and
building a community that allows students to thrive.

news

INSIDE LASALLIAN
BUSINESS
School of Business Building and
Enrollment Reach New Heights

In August, La Salle’s School of Business welcomed its largest freshman class
since 2008. More than 200 members of the Class of 2019 have noted their
intention to study in one of the seven majors the school offers. This milestone
is thanks in part to a robust marketing campaign to promote the new School
of Business facility and its innovative academic offerings.
“We’re delighted to see that more high-achieving students have chosen La Salle
for their business education and have seen the value of Lasallian business,”
said Gary A. Giamartino, Ph.D., Dean of La Salle’s School of Business. “Our
strategic and targeted marketing efforts yielded higher applications, more
acceptances, and more enrollments in our premier programs, including the
4-Year BS/MBA Program and the Business Scholars Co-op Program.”
The new School of Business building is also on the rise, with progress on
construction reaching new heights over the past few months. All structural steel

work is complete; the roof and masonry work are nearly finished; and all of
the electrical and heating, ventilating, and air conditioning equipment has
been installed.
Exterior window installation is complete on the three-story building and has
begun on the six-story building. Inside, the interior partitions in the three-story
building are done and are steadily progressing in the six-story building.
As the new facility nears completion and anticipation continues to build for its
2016 opening, the University is also fortifying the academic foundation of the
School of Business curriculum.
This exciting process will involve detailed programmatic analysis that will
position La Salle as a leader in 21st-century business education, and we
look forward to sharing those exciting changes throughout this coming
academic year.

New Alumni Association Officers Installed
The Alumni Association Board of
Directors has appointed new officers
for the 2015–17 term:
President AmyLynn Flood, CPA,
’95, is a Partner in Human Resource
Services at PwC. Vice President Jerry
Lezynski, ’82, is Managing Director of
Marketing and Communications for SEI
Investments’ SEI Advisor Network.

(From left) Vice President Jerry Lezynski, ’82, President AmyLynn Flood, CPA, ’95, Secretary Karen Toner, MBA ’04,
and Treasurer Ed Waddington, CPA, ’81.

Treasurer Ed Waddington, CPA, ’81
is Managing Director of Smart Devine,
and Secretary Karen Toner, MBA ’04,
is Manager of Marketing Strategies and
Programs at KPMG.
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Art Museum Receives Support for Conservation Efforts
Over the past five years, the La Salle University Art Museum has secured more
than $100,000 in outside funding for artwork conservation projects. With support
from the Stockman Family Foundation, the museum has conserved 14 paintings—
most of which are on public display in its galleries. The Art Museum recently
received a new grant from this foundation to conserve 12 American works on
paper, in preparation for its American Originals exhibition this winter.
With funding from the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation, the
museum has conserved 54 Indian miniatures, many of which were featured in its
Poetic Visions exhibition last winter. Additionally, four paintings and 12 drawings
were conserved with support from Art Angels and federal grants.
Conservation treatments for the paintings often involved the consolidation
of insecure paint to stabilize the surface and prevent future paint loss. With the
Baptism of Christ painting (right), the conservator also removed changes that
19th-century restorers had made, including a longer loin cloth for Christ and a
thicker beard for St. John.

ONLINE
EXTRAS

Visit lasalle.edu/conservationtreatments
for more information and photographs of the
Art Museum’s latest conservation projects.

Image credit: Bruges
School; Baptism of Christ,
c. 1480; Oil on Panel;
97-P-442. Conserved with
support from the Stockman
Family Foundation.

Brother Robert Kinzler Recognized as Distinguished Lasallian Educator
Brother Robert Kinzler, F.S.C., ’77, is typically hard at work
behind the scenes on Opening Day, but this Aug. 27, he
found himself in the spotlight as the recipient of the 2015
Distinguished Lasallian Educator Award.
This honor recognizes outstanding members of the La Salle
community who “exhibit in their daily lives an understanding
of and a commitment to Lasallian priorities and traditions.” As
Director of University Ministry and Service (UMAS), Br. Robert
truly embodies this commitment—he not only serves alongside students, he also lives among them as a fellow resident
of the dorms.
“His door and heart are always open, no matter the hour or what
needs sorting out,” said Brother Ernest J. Miller, F.S.C., D.Min.,
M.A. ’95, Vice President for Mission for La Salle. “His quick
insight, good judgment, and intimate knowledge of what matters
to and affects students contributes immeasurably to La Salle’s
efforts to provide a human and Christian education to those
entrusted to our educational and pastoral care.”

Vice President for Mission Br. Ernest J. Miller, F.S.C., D.Min., M.A. ’95, (right)
presented the Distinguished Lasallian Educator Award to Br. Robert Kinzler, F.S.C., ’77,
Director of University Ministry and Service.
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Br. Robert, who has served as Director of UMAS since 2005,
has also gone above and beyond in his professional role—he has
developed programs for non-Catholics, started a Spanish Mass,
began a peer minister program, and launched the very successful
Signum Fidei learning community, which he leads in addition
to organizing many of La Salle’s community service activities.

news
UNIVERSITY RECEIVES NEARLY $2 MILLION IN GRANTS:
•

City of Philadelphia, Title V Health Intervention Program:
$306,489 for the La Salle Neighborhood Nursing Center

•

The Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation:
$61,000 for scholarships for mature women

•

Independence Blue Cross Foundation: $133,300
for scholarships for BSN, MSN, and DNP students

•

•

National Endowment for the Humanities, Landmarks
of American History and Culture Program: $172,136
to the History Department for a sub-award titled,
“Benjamin Franklin and the American People”

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students Program:
$600,000 for scholarships for economically
disadvantaged full-time nursing majors

•

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Nurse
Anesthetist Traineeship Program: $49,504 for financial
assistance for MSN nurse anesthetist students

•

Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology
and Religion: $30,000 to the Religion Department for
a sub-award titled, “Encountering our Neighbors and
the Sacred in the City: Developing a Lasallian Liberatory
Pedagogy of Exploration and Engagement”

•

Widener Memorial Foundation: $78,600 for the La Salle
Autism and Developmental Disabilities Education
Resources (LADDER) Family Center

•

W. W. Smith Charitable Trust: $98,000 for full-time
undergraduate scholarships

•

•

•

National Science Foundation, Scholarships for Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
Students: $583,260 over five years for scholarships
for full-time undergraduates with dual majors in
mathematics and one other discipline
Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board Bureau of Alcohol
Education: $39,277 for the LEADD Program—Lasallians
Educating one another About Dangerous Drinking
Stockman Family Foundation: $13,500 for the La Salle
University Art Museum

[ LA SALLE THANKS SAUTTER FOR SERVICE ]

La Salle would like to extend a warm thank you to William R. Sautter,
CPA, ’71, for nine years of dedicated service to the University as Chairman of the Board of Trustees and more than a decade as a Trustee.
A Philadelphia native, Sautter has been President and CEO of ElliottLewis Corp. since 1986 and a very active community member, serving
on several boards of directors. He has received numerous accolades
throughout his career, including La Salle’s Leadership Award, the City
of Hope “Spirit of Life” Award, Beta Gamma Sigma’s International
Business Achievement Award, and recognition as Citizen of the Year
by the American Red Cross in 2009.
An accounting major during his time at La Salle, Sautter has been
a long-time supporter of the University, particularly the School
of Business, the President’s Cup Golf Tournament, and the annual
Charter Dinner. His commitment to the University and guidance during
a time of rapid expansion for La Salle is very much appreciated.

NOV. 14
HOMECOMING PARTY TENT
NOON – 2:30 P.M.
LA SALLE MEN’S BASKETBALL
EXPLORERS VS. TOWSON TIGERS
3 P.M.

lasalle.edu/homecoming15
FALL 2015
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notes
1 9 5 0 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph H.
Foster, Esq. (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa., won
a Lifetime Achievement Award from The
Legal Intelligencer.
1 9 5 1 Francis J. Hoban (B.S.) of Doylestown, Pa., retired from the School District
of Philadelphia after 44 years of service.
1 9 5 5 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Rev. Charles
A. Coyle, Ed.D. (B.S.) of Allentown, Pa.,
celebrated the 20th year of his ordination
to the Permanent Diaconate in the Allentown, Pa., Diocese.
1 9 5 6 Francis X. Healy Jr. (B.A.) of
Warrington, Pa., wrote a book called The
Moneypower Continuum: An Extended Essay
on Money and Power in Religion, Education,
Politics, and Business, which critically
examines the institutions that affect our
everyday lives.
1 9 5 7 Jack McDevitt (B.A.) of Brunswick,
Ga., was recently honored with the Robert A.
Heinlein Lifetime Achievement Award during
Balticon 49, the Maryland Regional Science
Fiction Convention. The award, bestowed
for outstanding published works in science
fiction and technical writings that inspire
the human exploration of space, recognizes
McDevitt’s vast body of work that includes
more than 21 novels and 81 short stories.
1 9 5 8 Paul E. Cundey Jr., M.D. (B.S.) of
Augusta, Ga., has practiced medicine for more
than 50 years and is senior physician with
University Cardiology Associates in Augusta.
Bernard J. McCormick (B.A.) of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., celebrated the 50th

La Salle Magazine welcomes notes from our
alumni on all of your achievements and other
news. Please use the form at the end of our
Notes section, “We Want to Hear About You!,”
to submit your news. Or, to post and view class
notes in real time, visit lasalle.edu/alumni and
enter the seven-digit La Salle ID number found
on the mailing label of this magazine. Please
allow up to six months for your information to
appear in the magazine due to space limitations
and our publication schedule. We accept photos
as well and print them as space permits. Please
mail original photos to the Office of Alumni
Relations, La Salle University, Box 830, 1900
W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141, or email
photos that are at least 300 dpi and approximately 4 by 6 inches to magazine@lasalle.edu.
The University reserves the right to edit
submissions for content, accuracy, and length.
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(From left) Brother John McDonnell, F.S.C., ’72, Most Rev. Neil Tiedemann, C.P., ’70, Bishop of Mandeville, Jamaica,
West Indies, and Brother Anthony Thanh Nguyen, F.S.C., ’95, at St. Vincent Strambi Catholic High School’s graduation ceremony this June, when 18 students proudly received their diplomas.
Br. Anthony is Director of the Brothers’ Community, located in the village of Bull Savannah, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica.
Br. John, formerly La Salle’s Director of Major Gifts, joined St. Vincent as the Business and Development Manager
a year ago.

anniversary of his company’s flagship
magazine Gold Coast.

1960

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 6 1 Charles A. Agnew (B.S.) of Niceville,
Fla., and his wife, Elaine, celebrated
60 years of marriage by renewing their
vows on May 30, 2015.

1 9 6 8 Joseph A. Belinsky Jr. (B.A.) of Canton,
Ohio, will be the 2015–16 Rotary International District Governor for Northeast Ohio.
1 9 6 9 Francis M. Milone, Esq. (B.S.) of
Villanova, Pa., won a Lifetime Achievement
Award from The Legal Intelligencer.

1 9 6 3 John P. McMenamin (B.A.) of Mobile,
Ala., won two gold medals at the Mississippi
Senior Olympics in the mile and half mile.
He also received the Top Prof Award from
the Azalea Chapter of Mortar Board at the
University of South Alabama.
1 9 6 4 Frank C. Corace (B.S.) of Blue Bell,
Pa., was inducted into the Delaware County
Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of
Fame. At La Salle, he was the most valuable
player of the 1963 Quaker City Tournament
and one of the top-10 scorers in the country
and MVP of the Big 5 during the 1963–64
season. He was drafted by the 76ers after
graduating from La Salle.
1 9 6 5 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph E.
Markert (B.S.) of North Plainfield, N.J.,
was voted Management Professor of the
Year for 2015.
1 9 6 7 Rev. Robert J. Fritz (B.A.) of Cherry
Hill, N.J., celebrated the 40th anniversary
of his ordination on May 23, 2015.

This July, Joseph R. Marbach, Ph.D., ’83, began his term
as the ninth President of Georgian Court University—
the first man and first layperson to lead the Lakewood,
N.J., institution since it was founded by the Sisters of
Mercy in 1908. Prior to taking on this exciting new role,
Marbach had served as Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs at La Salle since 2010.

notes
1970
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Alum Heads 2nd Largest Police District in Philly

1 9 7 3 Dominic J. Grosso Jr., MBA (B.S.)
of Mount Laurel, N.J., is Chief Operating
Officer of Meyer Chatfield Incorporated.
1975

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 7 6 J. Mark McLoone (B.S.) of West
Chester, Pa., is the new Chief Executive
Officer of St. Christopher’s Hospital for
Children in Philadelphia.
1 9 7 8 Hon. William J. Burns (B.A.) of
Chevy Chase, Md., was appointed as senior
adviser to investment firm Blackstone,
providing strategic counsel to the firm
on geopolitical issues.
1 9 7 9 Gregory J. Farrell (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., visited Machu Picchu
and the Sacred Valley in Peru on a trip with
the Kingston Archaeology Society.
1 9 8 0 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Maggie A.
(Jackson) Burnette (B.S.) of Annapolis, Md.,
married Edgar Burnette in May 2014
and became a licensed real estate agent
in April 2014.
1 9 8 1 Barbara A. Steinmetz (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., retired after 45 years
in Catholic education.
1 9 8 3 Gregory J. Geruson (B.A.) of
Jenkintown, Pa., was named President of
Holy Ghost Preparatory School. He is the
first lay president in the 118-year history
of the all-boys school.
1 9 8 4 W. Glenn Famous (B.A.) of Hamilton
Square, N.J., is now Principal at Brooks
Crossing Elementary School.
Mark F. Seidenburg, MBA (B.S.) of Wildwood,
N.J., was named Business Development
Director of the government-focused institutional retirement distribution team at Lincoln
Financial Group.

1 9 8 5 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Thomas
J. Linhares (BSN) of Redding, Conn., was
named Executive Director of Southcoast
Physicians Group.
1 9 8 8 Daniel T. Scavilla (B.S.) was
appointed as Senior Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer of Globus Medical, Inc.,
a musculoskeletal implant manufacturer.
William F. Zarrilli (B.S.) of Cinnaminson, N.J.,
was honored with an Executive Management
Award from SmartCEO magazine for his impact

Sekou Kinebrew, ’94, never planned on becoming a police officer, and he certainly
never imagined that he would eventually be leading the police district in the Northwest
Philadelphia neighborhood where he grew up.
As an economics major at La Salle, Kinebrew’s original plan was to graduate and
maybe move to New York and work on Wall Street.
“But I’ve always hated bullies,” he said.
Having witnessed and experienced incidents of bullying during his time as a student
at Masterman High School, Kinebrew said he felt led to apply to the Philadelphia
Police Academy because he wanted to help protect others from being bullied and
from becoming victims of crime.
“For me, it was always this thing about bullies that said this is the time to be on the
team that stands against the people that bully and to help the people they would victimize.”
After 19 years of service in various roles in the Philadelphia Police Department,
Kinebrew was recently appointed Captain of the 14th Police District; a role he says
La Salle helped prepare him to tackle.
“Going into such a great liberal arts program after high school sharpened my social
skills and broadened my critical thinking. I also attribute my ability to organize, meet
deadlines, and write well to my time at La Salle,” he said. “It definitely prepared me
for this job and really did get me ahead of the curve.”
In his position, Kinebrew oversees nearly 200 police officers who serve residents
in the Germantown, West Oak Lane, and Chestnut Hill communities. The 14th district—
the second largest police district in Philadelphia—encompasses a diverse population of
working poor, middle-class, and upper-class families. Yet Kinebrew believes there are a
few simple tips that residents in any Philadelphia neighborhood can embrace to stay safe:
• Be alert and aware of your surroundings. Situational awareness is so important. You
see people walking with their heads down, with headphones on, and they are not
aware of their surroundings. It is important to be aware; not only of where you are,
but of where things are on your body—like a cell phone sticking out of your pocket.
•M
 ake sure your house does not stand out as a target. Shrubs, trees, and minimal
lighting create easy hiding places for criminals.
•G
 et to know your neighbors. Your neighbors often know better than anyone what
looks normal and what stands out as odd. Communicate with them. Build relationships with them so you can look out for one another.
—Queen Muse, ’12, M.A. ’14
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Quite a few Explorers were in attendance for the
wedding of Christopher Caronna, ’10, and Amanda
Koehler, ’07, at White Meadow Lake Country Club in
Rockaway, N.J., on April 25, 2015. (Back row, from left)
Shane Donnelly, ’06, Colleen Mullarkey, ’06, Christine

Pollock, ’06, Frank Visco, ’08, ’14, Candace Cannon, ’07,
Sean Fitts, ’09, James Iannizzotto, ’10, Chris Webb, ’07,
Teri-Ann (Gillen) Webb, ’07, Sarah Tereniak, ’10, Katie
McGuinness, ’11, John Phillips, ’11, Michael Adams, ’11,
and Shannon O’Neil. (Front row, from left) Linda

Whiteford, ’07, Annaliese D’Orazio, ’10, Michael
Schrank, ’07, bride Amanda (Koehler) Caronna, ’07,
groom Christopher Caronna, ’10, Jennifer IannizzottoPallister, ’10, Amy Mattola, Veronica Ventura, ’11,
Colleen Costello, ’11, Eddie Mattola, ’11.

as Chief Financial Officer at Richardson,
a global sales training and sales effectiveness firm.

1 9 9 2 Judy A. (McElderry) Bushong (B.S.)
of Guilford, Conn., is a senior protocol
manager at Bristol-Meyers Squibb, where
she manages global oncology clinical trials.

Melissa A. Pittaoulis (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., a senior consultant at NERA Economic
Consulting, hosted a two-hour webcast on
“Hot Topics in Online Behavioral Advertising
for 2015” for The Knowledge Group’s
Explored LIVE webcast series.
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1 9 9 1 Kyle V. Maryanski (B.S.) of Chicago,
Ill., was recently named Assurance Leader
for the Greater Chicago Market at PwC.
Russell K. Mellott (B.A.) of Newtown, Pa.,
was appointed as Vice President of Software
Sales at Intelligrated, an automated material
handling solutions provider.

Eileen (Honabach) Caraker (BSN) of Wenonah,
N.J., received the Excellence Award at a
conference of the New Jersey Multidisciplinary Team Coordinator’s Association
and the New Jersey Children’s Alliance in
Eatontown, N.J. She is the coordinator of
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) in
the Gloucester County Prosecutor’s Office.
Dianne P. Salter (MBA) of Bryn Mawr, Pa.,
is the new chair of the board of directors
for the Insurance Society of Philadelphia.

1 9 9 3 Jeffrey M. Neubauer (B.S.) of
Richmond, Ky., was named head men’s
basketball coach at Fordham University,
after 10 years as the head coach at Eastern
Kentucky University.
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1 9 9 7 John Grillone (MBA) of Philadelphia,
Pa., retired from the Philadelphia Fire
Department after 41 years.
Linda (Heffernan) Wert (B.A., M.A. ’10) of
Drexel Hill, Pa., and her husband, Justin,
welcomed a son, Justin Tyler Jr.

Less than a month after receiving his diploma from
La Salle this May, Jerrell Wright, ’15, took the stage
at a second graduation ceremony—this time as
the commencement speaker. Wright, who excelled
in the classroom and on the court as a forward for
men’s basketball team at La Salle, was selected
by the alumni committee at Murrell Dobbins Tech in
Philadelphia to deliver the commencement address
at his alma mater on June 16.
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1 9 9 9 Jesse Cute (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
was promoted to Vice President of Publicity
and Promotions at Allied Integrated Marketing.
2 0 0 0 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Arthur
W. McKee (MBA) of Philadelphia, Pa., was
named Vice President of Strategic Alliance
at InCrowd, a provider of market intelligence
to life sciences firms.

2 0 0 1 Robert E. Gillespie (B.A.) of
Baltimore, Md., launched his own creative
design studio called The Creative Foundation.
Mary L. Orlando (MBA) was appointed Senior
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
of Malvern Bancorp, Inc.
Bonnie K. Stoltz (MBA) of Reading, Pa.,
joined Pagoda Realty as a real estate agent.

2 0 0 2 Thomas S. Rimel Jr. (MBA) of
Newtown, Pa., was honored by the U.S.
Federal Government Agency Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
as Special Government Employee of the Year
for Region III, recognizing his support of
safety programs at Dunmore Corp., where
he serves as Executive Vice President.
2 0 0 3 Joanna
McClinton, Esq.
(B.A.) was elected
to the Pennsylvania
State House of
Representatives in
the 191st Legislative
District on Aug. 11.
Jacob J. Tuzza (MBA)
of Newtown, Pa.,
was named Head of
Intermediary Distribution at Voya Investment
Management.
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Politics in a NutShell
Do you remember the last time you
bought a vacuum from a door-to-door
salesman? Right, neither do we. After
campaigning for Philadelphia politicians,
Andre Del Valle, ’14, determined that
campaign strategies, such as door
knocking and phone calls, are just as
antiquated and ineffective.

Del Valle worked on the campaign for
Tomas Sanchez, who lost the election
for the 197th state House seat in 2014.
When evaluating why the campaign
didn’t work, he found that old techniques
were a waste of time and money. So he
ushered political campaigning into the
21st century.

Enter NutShell Politics—a new mobile
app Del Valle designed that allows users
to view the profiles of all candidates for
local races in the palm of their hand.

“We have to reach young voters
better,” he said. “People don’t know
enough about the candidates. They have
to go through websites and Facebook
pages, which aren’t centralized.”
The solution had to be easily
accessible with all the candidates’
information in one place. Because most
people are on their phones so often, Del
Valle said an app just made sense.
NutShell Politics provides users
with each candidate’s bio, platforms,
news, contact information, social media
accounts, and donation opportunities.
The free app currently profiles candidates
for Philadelphia races, but Del Valle
plans to expand to neighboring states
and hopes the app is nationwide by the
2016 presidential election.
“People just don’t have time to
search for this information,” he said. “I
wanted to make this as easy as possible,
as simple as possible, and as clean as
possible. I get it, politics isn’t everyone’s
thing—but it is mine.”
Despite very little promotion, the app
has already gained a lot of attention.
Although some candidates are hesitant

to try something new, many see its value.
Whether they choose to participate or
not, every candidate for every race is
profiled with at least their bio. For a
charge, they can add the remaining
information. During this first election,
Del Valle personally reached out to 200
candidates in the Philadelphia area.
“One person running for judge held
an event that attracted a lot of young
people,” Del Valle said. “She asked what
brought them there, and they said they
saw tweets about the event on NutShell.
There’s also been a spike in young voters
donating to campaigns.”
As his business ramps up, Del Valle
has no shortage of help. “People are
contacting me who would love to be
a part of this. We’re all excited and
passionate about this.”
Del Valle, who double majored in
political science and Spanish at La Salle,
ultimately hopes to earn his law degree.
But he admits a career in politics isn’t
out of the question. “You can’t put all
your eggs in one basket, as my dad
always said. …I grew up here in Philly,
I’ve worked politics in Philly, and I know
how politics work.”
—Liz (Vargo) Kemmery, M.A. ’10

2 0 0 4 Kristin L. Jannelli (B.A., M.A. ’10) of
Philadelphia, Pa., married Ryan D. MacLuckie
(B.A.) on Oct. 10, 2014.

2 0 0 6 Nicole (Swetra) Beck (B.S.) of
Lafayette Hill, Pa., and her husband, Ryan,
welcomed a son, Evan Scott.

2 0 0 5 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Michael
M. Byrne (B.S.) of West Hartford, Conn., was
named one of the Top 40 Under Forty business
professionals in Connecticut for 2015.

Vincent A. Tarducci Jr. (B.A., M.A. ’12) of
Philadelphia, Pa., and Christine (Denshuick)
Tarducci (B.A. ’07, M.A. ’11) welcomed their
second son, Tyler, on Oct. 4, 2014.

2 0 0 7 Christine (Denshuick) Tarducci (B.A.,
M.A. ’11) of Philadelphia, Pa., and Vincent A.
Tarducci Jr. (B.A. ’06, M.A. ’12) welcomed
the second son, Tyler, on Oct. 4, 2014.
Michael S. Welz (B.S.) of Downingtown, Pa.,
joined insurance broker Lockton as
a business development consultant.
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2 0 0 8 Paul J. Adelizzi (B.A.) of Cherry
Hill, N.J., won Best Director and Best
Short Film at the Los Angeles International
Independent Film Awards.
Caitlin M. (Conner) King (BSN) of Chicago,
Ill., welcomed a daughter, Maisie Maureen,
in January 2014.

2 0 1 0 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Maggie
(Leopard) Montgomery (M.A.) of North Little
Rock, Ark., married William Montgomery
on June 21, 2015.

2 0 1 1 Christian J. Brittingham (B.A.)
of Medford, N.J., is a radio log editor
for Univision Communications Inc.

2 0 1 3 Theresa Z. Glinski (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., joined the FIRE Student
Network team as a campus outreach associate.

Kelly E. Carusi (B.A.) of Mill Neck, N.Y.,
welcomed a son, James Daniel, in
January 2015.

2 0 1 4 Adrienne M. Onorato (M.A.) of
Marlton, N.J., is the Director of Marketing
for the Alloy Silverstein Group.

Brian P. Gonzalez (B.S. /MBA ’11) of
Philadelphia, Pa., is engaged to Sarah
McHugh (BSN), and planning a Nov. 7, 2015
wedding in Whippany, N.J.

In Memoriam
1 9 4 5 Anthony Zarrilli (B.S.) of Paoli, Pa.,
on May 8, 2015.

1 9 5 8 Frank J. Hohenleitner, Ph.D. (B.S.) of
Ruckersville, Va., on May 13, 2015.

1 9 6 9 Jose A. Garcia (B.S.) of Warminster,
Pa., on May 31, 2015.

1 9 4 9 Walter R. Poltorak (B.A.) of
Cinnaminson, N.J., on Jan. 13, 2015.

James J. Manion Sr., (B.S.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on May 6, 2014.

1 9 7 0 Donald J. Cuvo (B.A.) of Carbondale,
Ill., on April 19, 2015.

1 9 5 0 William A. Dewey (B.A.) of Silver
Spring, Md., on Oct. 1, 2014.

1 9 5 9 Joseph A. Carona (B.A.) of Linfield,
Pa., on Jan. 21, 2015.

1 9 7 2 Daniel L. Pfaff (B.A.) of Warren,
Mich., on Aug. 1, 2014.

Samuel J. Pinizzotto (B.S.) of Paulsboro, N.J.,
on March 25, 2015.

1 9 6 0 John L. Ackers (B.S.) of Schuylkill
Haven, Pa., on Jan. 15, 2015.

1 9 7 4 James E. Baker (B.S.) of Fairfield,
Conn., on March 11, 2014.

Alfonso Strazzulo (B.S.) of Virginia Beach,
Va., on Sept. 1, 2014.

Richard J. Lowe (B.S.) of Emmaus, Pa.,
on Jan. 11, 2015.

Jeffrey Piccone (B.S.) of Egg Harbor City,
N.J., on Aug. 28, 2014.

1 9 5 1 Carl J. Meyer (B.A.) of Dresher, Pa.,
on March 6, 2015.

1 9 6 2 Richard J. Travaline (B.A.) of
Woodbury Heights, N.J., on Feb. 23, 2015.

1 9 7 5 Ralph W. Magee (B.S.) of
Collegeville, Pa., on Nov. 1, 2014.

Ferdinand P. Morro (B.S.) of King of Prussia,
Pa., on June 9, 2015.

1 9 6 3 Thomas B. Gain, M.D. (B.S.) of Paoli,
Pa., on May 15, 2015.

1 9 7 7 John W. Lacon (B.A.) of Willingboro,
N.J., on March 20, 2015.

1 9 5 2 James C. Dzomba (B.S.) of Bear,
Del., on March 5, 2014.

David M. McArtin (B.S.) of Round Lake, Ill.,
on April 4, 2015.

Mark S. Moross (B.A.) of Frederiksted, U.S.
Virgin Islands, on May 20, 2014.

Joseph H. Wood Jr., M.D. (B.S.) of La Jolla,
Ca., on March 7, 2015.

Richard A. Steiner, D.O. (B.S.) of Moorestown,
N.J., on Dec. 7, 2014.

1 9 7 8 Michael R. Higgins (B.S.) of
Shawnee, Kan., on Oct. 10, 2014.

1 9 5 4 Robert E. Querubin (B.A.) of Safety
Harbor, Fla., on May 30, 2015.

1 9 6 5 Edward J. Keenan (B.S.) of Sea Isle
City, N.J., on Oct. 23, 2014.

1 9 8 0 Colleen P. Gillespie, Esq. (B.A.)
of Brentwood, Tenn., on May 11, 2014.

Harry J. White, Ph.D. (B.S.) of Holmdel, N.J.,
on Feb. 20, 2015.

1 9 6 6 Anthony E. Calarco (B.A.) of Palm
Coast, Fla., on Feb. 10, 2014.

Eric Ten (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa., on
March 12, 2015.

1 9 5 5 Robert F. Jones, Ph.D (B.A) of New
Vernon, N.J., on July 1, 2015.

1 9 6 7 Martin J. Reddington (B.A.) of
Ambler, Pa., on May 24, 2015.

1 9 9 2 Daniel M. Smith (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Feb. 9, 2015.

Joseph J. Quinter (B.S.) of West Goshen, Pa.,
on Dec. 25, 2014.

Leonard B. Terr, Esq. (B.A.) of Falls Church,
Va., on June 2, 2015.

1 9 9 3 William H. McDermott III (M.A.) of
Pennington, N.J., on March 30, 2015.

1 9 5 6 Robert G. Clarke (B.A.) of Mount
Holly, N.J., on March 1, 2015.

1 9 6 8 Robert J. Jurich (B.S.) of Aston, Pa.,
on April 26, 2015.

2 0 1 3 Gregory Artuso (B.A.) of Lancaster,
Pa., on June 14, 2015.

Rev. Leo P. McGann (B.A.) of Mount Laurel,
N.J., on June 13, 2015.

Thomas P. Kelly Jr., MBA (B.S.) of Holland,
Pa., on May 25, 2015

24

LA SALLE MAGAZINE

notes
Judging by the reaction of hundreds of screaming fans at the Phillies Mural dedication
ceremony on Aug. 1, long-time Phillies fan and mural artist Dave McShane, ’88, hit one
out of the park with his latest work for the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program.
More than six years in the making, the 3,750-square-foot mural encompasses more
than half a century of Phillies history and covers eight stories of a building at 24th and
Walnut streets overlooking the Schuylkill River.

Photos by Miles Kennedy for the Phillies

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOU!
If you have news, we want to know! Complete this form and send to: Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141. Or update your
information at lasalle.edu/updateyourinfo.
Name:
Degree:

			
Class:

Address:
This is a new address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

		

Email:

		
Job Title: 		

Name of Employer:
Work Address:
News:

Work Phone:

		

Privacy statement:
We use several sources to gather
information for Alumni Notes. If you
prefer not to have information about
you appear in La Salle Magazine
or the newsletter, please let us know
by checking this box:
Please send the following information on:
Alumni Admission Network
 lumni Career Program
A
volunteer opportunities
alumni service opportunities
La Salle Fund
planned giving
regional club activities
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Coming Next Issue...

Stay tuned for coverage of the many exciting events
coming to our campus and city this fall, including the
Presidential Inauguration of Colleen M. Hanycz, Ph.D.,
the Lasallian Day of Service, Pope Francis’s visit
to Philadelphia, the International Mayors Forum,
Homecoming/2015, and honorary degree presentations
to Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle and the Dalai Lama.

